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468 N.I. Christensen, M.H. Salisbury, Velocities for Pacific layer 2 basalts
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Fig. 4. Compressional (V,)) and shear ) velocities at 0.5 kb
vs. age for layer 2 basalts.

seen to decrease markedly with age. The rates of change
of Vp and ¥, with age have been computed respectively
as

AV, /At =—1.89 X 1072 km/sec my
and
AV, /At = —1.35 X 1072 km/sec my

by the method of least squares, and the solutions
plotted in fig. 4. The effect of submarine weathering
upon seismic velocities measured in the laboratory is
clearly profound; young basalts cored near the ridge
crests display compressional wave velocities of nearly
6.5 km/sec, whereas samples cored in 100 my old sea
floor average only 4.5 km/sec.

It should be noted that no clear distinction can be
made in fig. 4 between intrusive and extrusive trends
of velocity on age, suggesting that the intrusion of
sills at the sites examined has been nearly contempo-
raneous with the formation of the underlying sea floor

and that submarine weathering continues beneath
the accumulating sediment pile.

Should weathering penetrate to depths of several
hundred meters, equivalent to the wavelengths moni-
tored in refraction surveys, its effects should be noted
in refraction results as a pronounced decrease in layer
2 refraction velocities with age. As was noted by
Christensen and Salisbury [1], this proposition can be
readily tested from published refraction data. In fig.
5a layer 2 refraction velocities from the literature are
presented in histogram form. All incorporated velocity
measurements are from sites in the main ocean basins
which can be dated and which are structurally uncom-
plicated (thus velocities from behind-arc basins,
trenches, island chains and fracture zones are omitted).
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Fig. 5. Compressional wave refraction velocity histograms for
layer 2 (data from [9, 10]). Fractional observations arise from
digital filtering.




